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Mainstream Jazz 
 

Maria Schneider 
“To call Schneider the most important woman in jazz,” insisted Time magazine in their feature article on her, “is 
missing the point two ways. She is a major composer – period.” This multi-Grammy Award winning 
composer/arranger/conductor/performer from New York has consistently won coveted awards from Down Beat and 
the Jazz Journals Association that include Best Jazz Album of the Year, Best Arranger of the Year, Best Composer of 
the Year and Best Large Ensemble of the Year (for 7 years running). This year Maria Schneider dominated the 
Classical Music categories at the 2014 Grammy Awards for her album "Winter Morning Walks," which won three 
Grammys and features soprano Dawn Upshaw with the Australian Chamber Orchestra and the Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra.  
She is a compelling musical force whose music brims with depth, power and intrigue and who has influenced the 
direction of modern Jazz. She performs her music in South Africa for the first time with a Jazz Orchestra that 
combines South African and Norwegian musicians in an exchange supported by East Norway Jazz Centre and 
Concerts SA. 
 
Conductor: Maria Schneider (US); Sax: Frode Nymo (NO), Børge-Are Halvorsen (NO), Dan Shout, Atle Nymo (NO), 
Morten Halle (NO), Shannon Mowday; Trumpet: Marius Haltli (NO), Frank Brodahl (NO), Anders Eriksson (NO), 
Marcus Wyatt; Trombone: Even Kruse Skatrud (NO), Helge Sunde (NO), Erik Johannessen (NO), John Davies; 
Accordion: Melissa van der Spuy; Guitar: Jens Thoresen (NO), Piano: Olga Konkova (NO); Bass: Frode Berg (NO); 
Drums: Håkon Mjåset Johansen (NO) 
 
DSG Hall 
Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 July 19:30 
R110 
 

Singstruments: A Symphony of Jazz, featuring 5 past winners of the Standard Bank Young Artist 

Award 
2014 heralds 30 years of sponsorship of the Standard Bank Young Artist Awards by Standard Bank – a corporate 
entity that has been at the forefront of the development of the arts in this country. This remarkable performance 
brings together five of South Africa’s musical gems, all of whom have been Young Artist Award winners for Jazz. In a 
vocal celebration both unique and captivating Sibongile Khumalo, Gloria Bosman, Tutu Puoane and Melanie Scholtz 
produce a beautiful bouquet of vocal harmonies, sonorous melodies and jazz classics that indicate why they are 
regarded as being of our nation’s finest singers. Accompanying them on piano is Bokani Dyer, with vocal 
arrangements by Themba Mkhize. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/entertainment/music/grammy-awards-EVHST000012.topic


 
Sibongile Khumalo (vocal), Gloria Bosman (vocal), Tutu Puoane (vocal), Melanie Scholtz (vocal), Bokani Dyer (piano) 
 
DSG Hall 
Friday 11 July & Saturday 12 July 17:00 
R100 

 
Saxophone Quartet 
The distinctively rich sound of the saxophone has historically become so merged with the sound of jazz that it is 
difficult to imagine one without the other. In this celebration of the saxophone four premier jazz saxophonists play 
arrangements that show off the virtuosity and timbre of the saxophone. From the US, Gary Keller – professor at 
Miami University’s Frost School of Music, where he leads the Miami Saxophone Quartet, and a Conn-Selmer Artist 
who has played with the Woody Herman Orchestra, Frank Sinatra and Jaco Pastorius – teams up with local talent 
Justin Bellairs and Marc de Kock, as well as American-born professor of Woodwind Studies at UCT, Mike Rossi. 
 
Gary Keller (sax - US), Mike Rossi (sax), Marc de Kock (sax), Justin Bellairs (Sax), Rich Syracuse (bass - US), Jeff Siegel 
(drums - US) 
 
DSG Hall 
Friday 4 July 22:00 
R65 
 

Melanie Scholtz: Our Time 
South African songbird Melanie Scholtz is set to captivate listeners with her latest album, ‘Our Time’, which 
showcases a variety of styles from Motown to jazz to hip hop to create a unique and refreshing South African sound. 
‘Our Time’ is the multi-award-winning jazz artist’s fifth solo release and is produced by fellow Standard Bank Young 
Artist Bokani Dyer. 
 

Melanie Scholtz (vocals), Justin Bellairs (sax), Lee Thomson (trumpet), Siya Charles (trombone), Bokani 
Dyer (piano), Shane Cooper (bass), Marlon Witbooi (drums), Jitsvinger (MC/rap) 
 
DSG Hall 
Thursday 3 July 17:00 
R65 
 

Bertil Strandberg 
Five musicians from around the world - each with a beautiful tone and consummate mastery of the mechanics of 
their instruments – meet for the first time in Grahamstown. Bertil Strandberg is lead trombonist of the Stockholm 
Jazz Orchestra and past member of the Stuttgart Radio Big Band, Tommy Dorsey Orchestra and Artie Shaw 
Orchestra. He has one of the most beautiful sounds on trombone in the world and leads this group in exploring jazz 
standards, bop and original compositions. 
 
Bertil Strandberg (trombone - SE), Buddy Wells (sax), Harmen Fraanje (piano - NE), Hein van de Geyn (bass - NE), 
Jeff Siegel (drums - US) 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Saturday 5 July 19:00 
R65 
 

Dimos Dimitriadis 
Greek saxophonist Dimos Dimitriadis – Associate Professor of Jazz at Ionian University in Corfu – occupies the first 
academic position given to a jazz musician in this ancient society. Fulbright Scholar Dimitriadis earned his BMus in 
Performance (Cum Laude) at Berklee in Boston and later earned a Master of Arts at Bennington College in Vermont, 
focusing on contemporary composition and fusing traditional Greek music with jazz improvisation. He performs here 
with four renowned South African musicians. 



 
Dimos Dimitriadis (sax - GR), Sydney Mavundla (trumpet), Mageshen Naidoo (guitar), Shaun Johannes (bass), Jonno 
Sweetman (drums) 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Friday 4 July 19:00 
R65 
 

Tutu Puoane/Ewout Pierreux 
It is the essence of music – just a voice and a piano; an African singer and a Belgian instrumentalist; wife and 
husband. Celebrated vocalist Tutu Puoane, Standard Bank Young Artist for Jazz in 2004 and now based in Europe 
with a successful teaching and performing career, returns with her musical and life partner to woo audiences with 
the mesmerising clarity and depth of her voice and the intimate musical connection between two superb musicians. 
 
Tutu Puoane (vocal), Ewout Pierreux (piano - BE) 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Saturday 5 July 21:30 
R65 
 

Babalwa Mentjies 
Vocalist Babalwa Mentjies grew up in Grahamstown and returns home as a polished composer and a graduate of the 
UKZN School of Music. She has shared the stage with many of South Africa’s top jazz musicians, including Feya Faku, 
Neil Gonsalves and Sazi Dlamini and has performed around South Africa and abroad. She presents a selection of 
loved jazz and South African standards, backed by the cream of the Eastern Cape’s jazz musicians.  

 
Babalwa Mentjies (vocals), Sisonke Xonti (sax), Sakhile Simani (trumpet), Nduduzo Makhathini (piano), Romy 
Brauteseth (bass), Lloyd Martin (drums) 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 July 21:30 
R65 
 

Nomfundo Xaluva 
Nomfundo Xaluva’s credentials speak for themselves - having graduated with a Masters Degree in Jazz Vocal Studies 
(with Distinction) from UCT, this inspiring young jazz artist has performed at the Cape Town International Jazz 
Festival and Standard Bank Joy of Jazz Honours Ceremony and has also shared the stage with Sibongile Khumalo and 
Dianne Reeves. She has spent time in Norway and was invited as Artist in Residence at the University of Southern 
California. Her recently-released debut album Kusile won the title of “Best Urban Jazz Album “at this year’s Metro 
FM Awards. And to top it all off she is a local product - she was Head Girl of Victoria Girls High School in 
Grahamstown! 
 
Nomfundo Xaluva (vocals), Sakhile Simani (trumpet), Nduduzo Makhathini (piano), Romy Brauteseth (bass), Lloyd 
Martin (drums) 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Friday 11 & Saturday 12 July 21:30 
R65 
 

 
Blues / Funk / World Music 

 

Dan Patlansky & Albert Frost in Concert 
 



Albert and Dan have both been around for more than a decade, recording and performing with industry greats. Both 
of their names ring synonymous with great South African Blues and Rock. For many years fans have spoken about 
the massive rivalry between these talented musicians. But the truth is, there is no rivalry and never has there been – 
they, in fact, only have massive respect for one another. And this year, for the first time these two guitar greats will 
take to the stage in a collaborative blues / rock bonanza. South Africa's two blues giants will play a show you'll never 
forget – screaming in your face Fenders, gritty vocal performances, and duelling guitar solos – a Grahamstown 
Festival collaboration that has been years in the making. 
 
Guy Butler Theatre, Monument 
Friday 11 July 21.30 
R120 
 

Bongani Sotshononda’s United Nations of Africa 
The marimba is a quintessentially African instrument, though uncommon in jazz. But one musician who has crossed 
that boundary with ease is Bongani Sotshononda, the internationally-acclaimed chromatic marimba player and 
percussionist. For over two decades he has been responsible for presenting a beautiful fusion of African jazz and 
world music around the globe, including collaborations with vibraphonists Stephon Harris (New York), Pascal 
Schumacher (Belgium) and Magda de Vries and performances with the Brubeck Brothers and Morris Goldberg. With 
a band drawn from South Africa, Congo and Mozambique this really is a United Nations of Africa on Grahamstown's 
stage. 
 
Bongani Sotshononda (chromatic marimba), Sisonke Xonti (sax), Bhekumuzi Mkhuane (clarinet/sax), Nelson Malela 
(piano - CD), Sylvain Dalubeta (bass - CD), Teshito Langa (drums - MZ) 
 
DSG Hall 
Wednesday 9 July 19:30 & Thursday 10 July 17:00 
R75 

 
Ivan Mazuze 
Saxophonist Ivan Mazuze is one of the many strong young Mozambican musicians who have emerged from the 
cultural melting pot of Maputo. A Jazz Degree and a Masters degree in Ethnomusicology from UCT and a handful of 
years in Oslo have added to his natural musical arsenal. His music reflects the best of southern Africa's contemporary 
jazz sounds, with its rhythmical percussiveness, jazz harmonization and the use of vocals together with saxophone 
creating a unique Afro-World sound. His first album was met with great critical acclaim, earning him Best 
Contemporary Jazz Album at the SAMAS (2010), Best Afro World Group at the Oslo World Music Festival (2009), 
winner in two categories for best Afro Jazz Album and Jazz/Instrumental Album at the Mozambique Music Awards 
(2010), and recommended Best Newcomer and Saxophonist of 2010 at the African Jazz Network. A decade ago he 
was a student attending the Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Festival; now he returns with his own music and his 
own band. 
 

Ivan Mazuze (sax - MZ), David Ledbetter (guitar), Tich Makalisa (piano - ZW), Peter Ndlala (bass), Frank Paco 
(drums - MZ) 
 
DSG Hall 
Thursday 10 July 19:30 
R75 
 

Saturday Night Funk Party 
Get ready to let loose and enjoy a night of foot-stomping funk! In what has become something of a tradition at the 
Standard Bank Jazz Festival the Saturday Night Funk Party promises to be a night of soulful blues, groovy rhythms 
and infectious funky melodies as a group of South Africa’s most renowned jazz musicians teams up to present an 
evening of fun and dancing. The band members are drawn from two popular Cape Town ska-jazz bands – The 
Rudimentals and Golliwog. 
 



Dan Shout (sax), Justin Bellairs (sax), Lee Thomson (trumpet), Gorm Helfjord (guitar), Bokani Dyer (piano), Romy 
Brauteseth (bass), Kesivan Naidoo (drums), Tlali Makhene (percussion), Farrel Adams (MC/rap), Teboho Maidza 
(MC/rap) 
 
DSG Hall 
Saturday 5 July 22:00 
R65 
 

Jitsenic 
 
Jitsvinger is a Cape Town guitarist, poet, rapper and social activist, expanding the restrictive boundaries that divide 
musical genres. His debut album, Skeletsleutel, was released in 2006 and his performance credits range from social 
awareness campaigns to schools to serious jazz clubs. He teams up with beat-maker and popular Hip-Hop producer 
Arsenic on the decks. 
 
Jitsvinger (MC/rap), Arsenic (beat-maker) 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Saturday 5 July 23.30 
R65 
 

Late-night Blues with the Blues Broers 
 
After more than 20 years in the business, one of South Africa’s top Blues acts continues to crank out feel-good music, 
usually about feeling bad! Known in the 90s as South Africa’s hardest-working Blues band, the Blues Broers played 
hundreds of gigs at festivals, in bars and in nightclubs and then took a 10-year break. Now, snappily attired in their 
trademark black suits and dark glasses, the Blues Broers are back in circulation with performances at old haunts and 
new, as well as being a welcome feature of the festival circuit again. 
 

Albert Frost (guitar), Dan Shout (sax), Rob Nagel (bass/harmonica), Simon Orange (keyboards), Jonno 
Sweetman (drums) + guests 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Wednesday 9 to Saturday 12 July 23.30 
R50 

 
Afro-Jazz  

 

Hugh Masekela  
Hugh Masekela is a world-renowned flugelhornist, trumpeter, bandleader, composer, singer and political voice. His 
solo career has spanned five decades, during which time he has released over 40 albums (and been featured on 
countless more) and has worked with artists as diverse as Harry Belafonte, Dizzy Gillespie, Fela Kuti, Marvin Gaye, 
Herb Alpert, Paul Simon, Stevie Wonder and the late Miriam Makeba. In 2010, President Zuma honoured him with 
the highest order in South Africa, The Order of Ikhamanga, and 2011 saw Masekela receive a Lifetime Achievement 
award at the WOMEX World Music Expo in Copenhagen. The US Virgin Islands proclaimed ‘Hugh Masekela Day’ in 
March 2011, not long after Masekela joined U2 on stage during the Johannesburg leg of their 360 World Tour. U2 
frontman Bono described meeting and playing with him as one of the highlights of his career. In 2012 Masekela 
toured Europe with Paul Simon on the Graceland 25th Anniversary Tour and opened his own studio and record label, 
House of Masekela.  
 
Hugh Masekela (flugelhorn/vocal), Randal Skippers (keyboards/vocal), Cameron Ward (guitar/vocal), Fana Zulu 
(bass), Lee-Roy Sauls (drums/vocal), Godfrey Mgcina (percussion/vocal) 
 
Guy Butler Theatre, Monument 
Saturday 12 July 19:00 



R130 
 

Lira 
Lira is a multi-platinum award-winning South African singer/songwriter who refers to her music as a fusion of soul 
and funk with elements of jazz and African music. She has graced the covers of numerous fashion and lifestyle 
magazines and won a multitude of accolades from South African Music Awards, MTV Africa Awards, Channel O 
Awards, Metro FM and MOJO Awards as well as being Glamour Magazine South Africa's "Woman of the Year." Lira is 
the first African artist to release a full HD DVD in Blu Ray (3x Platinum) and she is the highest selling vocalist in South 
Africa. She has released five platinum selling albums on Sony Africa, including All My Love (2003), Feel Good (2006), 
Soul in Mind (2008), Live in Concert; A Celebration (2009), Return to Love (2011) and Rise Again (2012).  
 
Lira (vocal), Petrus Mngomezulu (keyboard), Kenton Windvogel (guitar), Earl Baartman (bass), Joshua Zacheus 
(drums) 
 
Guy Butler Theatre, Monument 
Friday 11 July 19:00 
R130 

 
Jimmy Dludlu  
Jimmy Dludlu has become a household name in South Africa, synonymous with foot-tapping groove and insatiable 
rhythm. His style includes a wide range of influences, combining both traditional and modern elements of jazz drawn 
from the likes of Wes Montgomery, George Benson and Pat Metheny and South African legends Hugh Masekela and 
Allen Kwela. He has received several SAMA awards, including Best Newcomer (1998), Best Male Artist (1998, 2000 & 
2006) and Best Jazz Album (2000 & 2006). To date he has released seven albums, including his latest release, Tonota, 
which was received with critical acclaim. 
 
Jimmy Dludlu (guitar), Sisonke Xonti (sax), Camillo Lombard (keyboards), Lucas Khumalo (bass), Anthon Mannel 
(drums), John Hassan (percussion), Thomas Dyani (percussion) 

 
DSG Hall 
Friday 11 July 21:00 & Saturday 12 July 21:00 
R100 
 

Themba Mkhize 
 
Pianist, producer and composer Themba Mkhize is one of South Africa’s legendary jazz musicians whose musical 
legacy stretches over three decades. Mkhize’s professional career began with Sakhile in 1981 followed by a 10-year 
stint with Bayete. As director and producer he has been instrumental in the musical development of Hugh Masekela, 
Bayete, Miriam Makeba, Sibongile Khumalo and Busi Mhlongo. His first album won two SAMAs for Best South 
African Traditional Jazz Album and Best Producer, and the Daimler Chrysler Award for South African Jazz. His second 
album was nominated four times in the 2002 SAMA awards, of which he won three. The album “Hands On” won the 
Metro FM Award (Jazz category) and a SAMA Award (Best Male Artist).  
 
Themba Mkhize (piano), Eric Taliani (guitar), Michael Phillips (bass), Rob Watson (drums), Mbuso Khoza (vocals) 
 
DSG Hall 
Saturday 12 July 12.00 
R100 

 

SA Tribute Big Band + Tutu Puoane 
A special international Festival Big Band pays tribute to some of the greats of South African jazz. The seminal 1964 
recording of the “Chris McGregor Big Band” featured the compositions and playing of saxophonist Dudu Pukwana, 
whose legacy echoes though modern South African jazz. Nick Smart – Head of the Jazz Department of the Royal 
Academy of Music in London – conducts an all-star band of professionals from South Africa and five other countries 
playing some of the works of Dudu Pukwana and South Africans get their first chance to hear his composition “Ruby 



Be Dear”, arranged by Kenny Wheeler. To this awesome tribute is added the powerful voice of Tutu Puoane on four 
Miriam Makeba songs arranged specially for the Brussels Jazz Orchestra. 
 
Conductor: Nick Smart (UK); Vocal: Tutu Puoane; Sax: Pekka Pylkkänen (FN), Marc de Kock, Gary Keller (US), Mike 
Rossi, Justin Bellairs; Trumpet: Nick Smart (UK), Sydney Mavundla, Lee Thomson, Sakhile Simani; Trombone: Bertil 
Strandberg (SE), Justin Sasman, Kyle du Preez, Siya Charles; Guitar: Mageshen Naidoo; Piano: Ewout Pierreux (BE); 
Bass: Rich Syracuse (US); Drums: Jeff Siegel (US) 
 
DSG Hall 
Sunday 6 July 17:00 & Monday 7 July 19:30 
R75 
 

Adam Glasser 
Adam Glasser studied jazz piano in South Africa in the 1970s and then moved to London where he became a regular 
keyboard player on the commercial jazz circuit, performing with musicians such as Martha Reeves and Jimmy 
Witherspoon. In 1990, he was the pianist and musical director of the Manhattan Brothers who had re-formed for a 
massive Wembley Stadium concert celebrating the release of Nelson Mandela. This lead to a lengthy stint of high 
profile gigs and concerts and during this time, Glasser began to master the rarely-played chromatic harmonica, 
participating in various albums, films and performances with stars such as Stevie Wonder, Sting and the Eurythmics. 
Glasser’s first album earned him a SAMA for Best Contemporary Jazz Album and in 2012 he released the album 
‘Mzansi’ with South Africa musicians, which again received rave reviews. 
 
Adam Glasser (harmonica - UK), Nduduzo Makhathini (piano), Concord Nkabinde (bass), Tlale Makhene 
(percussion) 
 
DSG Hall 
Tuesday 8 July 17:00 
R75 
 

Louis Mhlanga 
Louis Mhlanga spent a year in The Netherlands as musician-in-residence at the Royal Dutch Conservatory of Music, 
where he recorded with Dutch musicians and imbibed new musical influences. Originally from Zimbabwe where, 
amongst other things, he ran Zimbabwe’s Ethnomusicology Trust, he was tasked with developing teaching 
programmes for traditional and contemporary Zimbabwean music forms. Since his move to South Africa he has 
become a fixture on music festivals with his evocative African-based guitar style, which reflects a modernised 
interpretation of the traditional African Mbira patterns. 
 
Louis Mhlanga (guitar), Sydney Mnisi (sax), Romy Brauteseth (bass), Lloyd Martin (drums) 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Friday 4 July 21.30 
R65 
 

Feya Faku 
Trumpeter Feya Faku has one of the most beautiful sounds around and his musical concepts explore his early 
cultural roots as well as the international influences of Hard Bop. He excels as a leader in his ability to provide 
creative space for his entire band, encouraging each individual’s expression. He recently recorded a new CD, 
featuring the musicians he plays with tonight, but with the addition of Greek saxophonist Dimos Dimitriadis. 
 
Feya Faku (trumpet), Dimos Dimitriadis (sax - GR), Nduduzo Makhathini (piano), Romy Brauteseth (bass), Ayanda 
Sikade (drums) 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Sunday 6 July 21:30 
R65 
 



 

Modern Jazz  
 

SBYA – Kyle Shepherd  
Capetonian pianist, saxophonist, composer and band leader Kyle Shepherd is the 2014 Standard Bank Young Artist 
Award winner for Jazz. Ten years ago this prodigiously talented young man performed in Grahamstown as a member 
of the Standard Bank National Schools Big Band; now he stands on that same stage on the cusp of a career that 
promises to be significant for South African jazz. He has already released three critically-acclaimed albums, all of 
which have earned him South African Music Award nominations and has performed - playing his own music - in 15 
countries through Africa, Europe and Asia, including significant festivals in China and Denmark and well-known jazz 
clubs in Switzerland and Japan. His music pays homage to his musical and cultural roots, but with an internationalism 
that sets him comfortably on international stages – years spent playing with Zim Ngqawana, Robbie Jansen and Errol 
Dyers are off-set by collaborations with cutting-edge young musicians from around the world. 
 
Kyle Shepherd performs his music in two separate shows: 
 

Kyle Shepherd Quintet 
 
Kyle Shepherd (piano), Buddy Wells (sax), Feya Faku (trumpet), Shane Cooper (bass), Claude Cozens (drums) 
 
DSG Hall 
Friday 4 July 19.30 
R75 

 
Kyle Shepherd Trio 
 
Kyle Shepherd (piano), Shane Cooper (bass), Jonno Sweetman (drums) 
 
DSG Hall 
Tuesday 8 July 19.30 
R75 

 

SBYA Fire 
For 30 years Standard Bank has been a central sponsor of the arts in South Africa through their support of the 
Standard Bank Young Artist Award. Winners of this award have always been musical fire-starters – musicians whom 
audiences know will set the stage alight each time they set foot on it. Tonight five of these past SBYA winners team 
up to show how South African jazz can hold its own in any international arena. Each has an impressive local and 
international pedigree that can make us proud as a nation.  
 
Shannon Mowday (sax), Mark Fransman (sax), Afrika Mkhize (piano), Shane Cooper (bass), Kesivan Naidoo (drums) 
 
DSG Hall 
Wednesday 9 July 17.00 
R75 

 

Louis Moholo-Moholo 

South African jazz icon Louis Moholo-Moholo performs for the first time in Grahamstown. A founding member of the 
legendary band ‘The Blue Notes’, whom he formed alongside Chris McGregor, Johnny Dyani, Nikele Moyake, 
Mongezi Feza and Dudu Pukwana, he was among those who emigrated to Europe, eventually settled in London, and 
formed part of a musically-profound and influential South African exile community. He was also a member of the 
Brotherhood of Breath, a big band comprising several South African exiles and leading musicians of the British free 
jazz scene in the seventies. His first album under his own name, ‘Spirits Rejoice’, is considered a classic combination 
of British and South African players. Moholo-Moholo is joined by Dutch cellist and composer, Ernst Reijseger, whose 
work in world music, improvised music and jazz has seen him collaborate with the likes of Yo-Yo Ma and Trilok Gurtu. 
 



Louis Moholo-Moholo (drums), Mark Fransman (sax), Ernst Reijseger (cello - NL), Kyle Shepherd (piano), Shane 
Cooper (bass) 
 
DSG Hall 
Saturday 5 July 17.00 
R75 

 

Ensemble Denada 
Individual members of this ground-breaking, inspiring and musically sensational Norwegian Big Band have performed 
in Grahamstown in the past, but we have finally managed to get the whole band here! The band is led by trombonist 
Helge Sunde – a brilliant composer and arranger with a string of awards to his name. Denada's music is full of lucky 
accidents and coincidences; sounds and noises that go together in the most unexpected ways. Even the songs 
themselves often derive from obscure chances and stories - “A moose swimming a West Norwegian fjord can 
become a jazz song in 5/4, a typing error on a sheet of music can lead into a song about a sofa on a wild sleigh ride 
down a steep hill.” Their music is comprised of equal portions of electronics, lyrical grace and precisely executed 
groove-work, along with a high level of sound development and balance of moods, melodic variety and arranging 
ingenuity. Ensemble Denada is supported by the Arts Council Norway. 
 
Conductor: Helge Sunde; Sax: Frode Nymo, Børge-Are Halvorsen, Atle Nymo, Shannon Mowday; Trumpet: Marius 
Haltli, Frank Brodahl, Anders Eriksson; Trombone: Even Kruse Skatrud, Helge Sunde, Erik Johannessen; Guitar: Jens 
Thoresen, Piano: Olga Konkova; Bass: Frode Berg; Drums: Håkon Mjåset Johansen  
 
DSG Hall 
Sunday 6 July 22.00 
R65 
 

Soul of Africa  
There is a long tradition of jazz collaboration between South African and Dutch musicians and we present a 
fascinating combination of three senior members of the Southern African jazz scene, a cooking rhythm section of 
young South Africans rapidly working their way up the jazz ladder, and a Dutch pianist in great demand in his home 
of Amsterdam and with collaborative experiences with Toots Thielemans, Jack de Johnette and rural singers from 
Latvia to Myanmar. Playing each other's compositions, this spectacular collaboration presents an impressive 
intercultural concoction, built on a colourful combination of Southern African music styles, European improvised 
music and American jazz. 
 
Sydney Mnisi (sax), Feya Faku (trumpet), Louis Mhlanga (guitar), Mike del Ferro (piano - NL), Romy Brauteseth 
(bass), Ayanda Sikade (drums) 
 
DSG Hall 
Thursday 3 July 19.30 
R75 

 

Didier Labbé Quartet 
Saxophonist and flautist Didier Labbé is a uniquely inspired creative mind who draws inspiration from a variety of 
genres (jazz, improvised music, popular music, Mediterranean and African traditional music) and artistic expressions 
(cinema, theatre and dance). As artistic director of the performance company ‘Ladies and Gentlemen’, he has over 
15 years of experience in crafting ground-breaking productions that explore new landscapes of sound and sight. 
Having toured extensively throughout Africa, Europe and South America, recorded a dozen albums and been the 
recipient of numerous awards, his work promises to deliver a memorable and inspiring performance. Dancing 
alongside the band will be talented South African dancer, Kholisile Theo Ndindwa from the iKapa Dance Theatre in 
Cape Town.  
 
Didier Labbé (saxophones, flute - FR), Jean-Luc Amestoy (accordéon - FR), Laurent Guitton (tuba - FR), Alain 
Laspeyres (drums - FR), Tlale Makhene (percussion), Mbulelo Ngubombini (dance) 
 



DSG Hall 
Thursday 3 July 22.00 
R65 
 

Bänz Oester and the Rainmakers   
Swiss bassist Bänz Oester is a phenomenal player in all respects – technique, originality, sound, musicality. But the 
compliment could be applied to the entire quartet that he leads, featuring Afrika Mkhize, Standard Bank Young Artist 
for Jazz in 2012! This collaboration emerged out of Oester’s first tour to Grahamstown (in 2011) and has taken on a 
significant life of its own, with the band touring Switzerland and now South Africa and releasing a stunning 
recording. The spontaneous camaraderie and deeply-felt musical connection are obvious to the audience and their 
style varies from laidback jazz standards to explosive African polyrhythms, soulful blues, obscure Swiss and Bulgarian 
traditional folksongs and mesmerising improvisation. 
 
Bänz Oester (bass - CH), Ganesh Geymeier (sax - CH), Afrika Mkhize  (piano), Ayanda Sikade (drums) 
 
DSG Hall 
Friday 4 July 17.00 
R65 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Saturday 5 July 21.30 
R65 
 

Ronan Guilfoyle 
 
Ronan Guilfoyle is one of Ireland's premier jazz musicians and the founder and director of jazz at Newpark Music 
Centre in Dublin, Ireland’s leading jazz institution. He is a composer for classical ensembles and is a leading exponent 
of the acoustic bass guitar and has performed with many notable musicians including Joe Lovano, Kenny Werner, 
Dave Liebman, and Brad Mehldau. Guilfoyle’s book "Creative Rhythmic Concepts for Jazz Improvisation" is a 
standard text for teaching metric modulation and odd metre playing, and he has been invited to teach this subject at 
many schools around the world. He teams up in Grahamstown with friends old and new. 
 
Ronan Guilfoyle (bass - IE), Karlheinz Miklin (sax - AT), Ganesh Geymeier (sax - CH), Nduduzo Makhathini (piano), 
Kesivan Naidoo (drums) 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Thursday 3 July 21.30 
R65 
 

Pekka Pylkkänen 
 
Finnish saxophonist/composer/educator Pekka Pylkkanen studied at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, the Rotterdam 
Conservatory and privately in the US with musicians such as Dave Liebman, Bob Mintzer and Dick Oatts. He is the 
leader of numerous groups and his longstanding collaboration with British trumpeter Nick Smart and Irish bassist 
Ronan Guilfoyle will be extended in this gig with two impressive young South African musicians - Kyle Shepherd and 
Kesivan Naidoo. Besides performing and composing he works as the Head of the Pop/Jazz Music Degree Programme 
in NKUAS, Joensuu, Finland. He has released 3 albums under his own name along with being guest on dozens of 
other recordings.  
 
Pekka Pylkkänen (sax - FI), Nick Smart (trumpet - UK), Kyle Shepherd (piano), Ronan Guilfoyle (bass - IE), Kesivan 
Naidoo (drums) 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Sunday 6 July 21.30  
R65 
 



Reijseger/Fraanje/Sylla 
 
Dutch cellist Ernst Reijseger is difficult to categorise but his music always has an emotional impact on his audience. 
As Werner Hertzog, doyen of German cinema said, "He is a magnificent cellist, and he can do anything, anything on 
his cello. He could play the civil war, the American Civil War on his cello." Reijseger feels that his present trio – with a 
Dutch pianist and Senegalese vocalist and percussionist - is a high point of his illustrious career: “This trio is it, 
because I have found, completely by coincidence, this great pianist and this angel of a singer, that make me play 
differently and vice versa times three. It is a living organism, this trio.” The closest description might be that it is “like 
spirituals, maybe, played by an atheist, a vegetarian and a muscle man”. Prepare to be consumed by the beauty of 
the sound! 
 
Harmen Fraanje (piano - NL), Ernst Reijseger (cello - NL), Mola Sylla (vocals/percussion - SN) + Louis Moholo-
Moholo (drums) 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Friday 4 July 21.30  
R65 

 

Karlheinz Miklin Trio 
 
For 30 years, Austrian Jazz professor Karlheinz Miklin - an internationally-recognised saxophonist, educator and 
composer - has specialised in playing jazz trio in a variety of formats on different continents and assorted 
instrumentations. He was last in Grahamstown in 1998 and returns with a Dutch bass master and South Africa's most 
fiery drummer. He has a long and impressive pedigree – he was voted "Austrian musician of the year" in 1983 and 
1984; in 1990 he received an Honorary Award for his work in Austrian jazz; and in 2000 he received the Grosser Josef 
Krainer Preis for his contribution towards music in Austria. He is a professor for saxophone at the Jazz department at 
Music University Graz, and since 1992 has been an Associate Jazz Artist at the Royal Academy of London. He has also 
been Chairman of the International Association of Schools of Jazz and an advisory board member of the European 
Youth Jazz Orchestra.  
 
Karlheinz Miklin (sax - AT), Hein van de Geyn (bass - NL), Kesivan Naidoo (drums) 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Sunday 6 July 19:00  
R65 
 

Jazz Jams 
 

Catch professional and student musicians letting off steam and butting musical heads late into the night. 
 
SB Jazz & Blues Cafe 
Thursday 3 to Sunday 6 July 23:30 
R30 
 
 

Youth  
 

Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Band  
 

The Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Band presents a selection of the top young jazz musicians in the country 
between the ages of 19 and 25 years. This year the band is under the musical direction of South African pianist, 
saxophonist, composer, arranger and producer Mark Fransman.  
 
DSG Hall 
Monday 7 July 22:00 



R40 
 

Standard Bank National Schools’ Big Band  
 
The Standard Bank National Schools’ Big Band consists of the top young jazz musicians in the country up to the age 

of 18 years. Under the musical direction of Prof. Mike Campbell – Head of Jazz Studies at UCT and renowned 
Big Band conductor – the band performs material worked on over the five days of the Standard Bank National 
Youth Jazz Festival.  
 
DSG Hall 
Monday 7 July 17:00  
R40 
 

Youth Jazz Choir + Vocal soloists 
 
A celebration of school and university jazz choirs and vocal soloists from around the country, directed by top 
professional vocalists Melanie Scholtz and Katharine Cartwright (US).  
 
DSG Auditorium 
Monday 7 July 19:00  
R30 
 

School/youth bands I 
 
Catch the exuberance of these superb young players, featuring the Johannesburg Youth Jazz Ensemble and SACS / 
South African College Schools (Cape Town). 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Friday 4 July 12:00 
R30 
 

School/youth bands II 
 
Big Band jazz is thriving in high schools and universities around the country, as seen with these standard Big Bands 
from Rondebosch (Cape Town) and Stirling (East London). 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Saturday 5 July 12:00 
R30 
 

School/youth bands III 
 
We feature Lasses Lakejer, a band of young Swedish musicians from Gothenburg who were winners of the Swedish 
Jazz Federation Youth Competition 2013. Second on the programme is the UCT Big Band, heading into its third 
decade of jazz excellence. 
 
DSG Auditorium 
Sunday 6 July 12:00  
R30 
 

School/youth bands IV 
 
There is such stiff competition for places in the National Bands that we now provide opportunities for those who just 
missed selection – effectively a National B Band. Drawn from around the country and with a selection of guest 
conductors, this band is guaranteed to sparkle with enthusiasm and creativity. 



 
DSG Auditorium 
Monday 7 July 12:00  
R30 
 

Standard Bank Jazz & Blues Cafe 
 
 
We are proud to introduce a new Jazz Festival venue - the Standard Bank Jazz & Blues Cafe at St. Aiden’s. Every 
night we offer a great jazz show at 21.30 with a 23.30 jazz jam session or late-night blues gig where you can catch 
musicians letting off steam and butting musical heads late into the night. 
 
 

 Thur 3 Fri 4 Sat 5 Sun 6 Wed 9 Thur 10 Fri 11 Sat 12 

21.30 Ronan 
Guilfoyle 

Louis 
Mhlanga 

Bänz Oester 
& 
Rainmakers 

Feya 
Faku 

Babalwa 
Mentjies 

Babalwa 
Mentjies 

Nomfundo 
Xaluva 

Nomfundo 
Xaluva 

23.30 Jazz Jam Jazz Jam Jazz Jam Jazz 
Jam 

Blues 
Broers 

Blues 
Broers 

Blues 
Broers 

Blues Jam 

 
 

For more information check www.standardbankarts.co.za or www.youthjazz.co.za 
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