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PERFORMERS AND TEACHERS 2016
SOUTH AFRICAN

Eugene Ackerman (Bass) is known as “Mr. Grooves”. He lives in Cape Town and performs regularly in a number of 
projects, including the Soul Housing Project and Blackkurrant Band. 

Keenan Ahrends (Guitar) studied jazz guitar at the University of Cape Town and the Norwegian Academy of Music. 
He was selected for the National Youth Jazz Band in 2006 and has collaborated with established musicians such as 
Andile Yenana, Afrika Mkhize, Buddy Wells and Kevin Gibson amongst others. Ahrends is a regular performer on the Cape 
Town music scene and has been commissioned to compose works for the Goema Orchestra and regularly performs 
original compositions with his own Trio and Quartet. www.soundcloud.com/keenan-ahrends

Alistair Andrews (Bass) lectured Music Technology at UCT, and is involved in the Music Education and Apple Mac 
and Music Technology department at Paul Bothner Music. As a Warwick-endorsed bass player, he has been a regular on 
the Cape Town and South African jazz scene for almost 30 years, performing with many of South Africa’s top musicians 
in numerous settings.    www.alistair.co.za    www.myspace.com/alistairandrews

Kelly Bell (Trombone) is a freelance performing artist and arranger based in Cape Town. She studied Jazz Perfor-
mance and holds a BMus Honours in Pedagogy Jazz Studies. She has recorded on award-winning albums including a 
Grammy award and 2 Dove awards. She was selected for the National Youth Big Band in 2002 and 2003. She teaches 
Music at Rondebosch Boys High in Cape Town.

Justin Bellairs (Sax) was selected for the National Schools’ Jazz Band in 2007 and National Youth Jazz Band in 
2009 and 2012. He studied jazz at the UCT College of Music, spent a year at The Norwegian Academy of Music in 
Oslo and obtained a Master’s degree in music performance from Rhodes University. He now performs professionally in 
a variety of musical productions and shows including the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra and Kesivan & The Lights, with 
whom he performed at Carnegie Hall.

Romy Brauteseth (Bass) was selected for the National Schools’ Jazz Band in 2005 and National Youth Jazz Band in 
2010. She works professionally as one of South Africa’s most in-demand bass players both nationally and internationally 
with a variety of different groups, including the Dan Shout Quartet, the Bokani Dyer Trio and Marcus Wyatt’s Language 
12.

Murray Buitendag (Trombone) is from East London and studied jazz at UCT. He currently works in Cape Town with 
a number of projects, including Grassy Sparks amongst others.

Clement Carr (Sax, Keyboard, Synth) was selected for the National Schools’ Big Band in 2003 and then studied 
music at UCT and has performed in a number of projects and electronic music groups, including the highly successful 
electronic duo, The Kiffness. www.thekiffness.com 

Claude Cozens (Drums) studied at the South African College of Music at UCT and in Norway at the Norwegian 
Academy of Music. He has performed alongside many notable South African musicians including Mark Fransman, Buddy 
Wells, Alvin Dyers and Kyle Shepherd, and leads his own group, the Claude Cozens Trio, with whom he has recently 
released his own album, Jubilee Jam. 

Marc de Kock (Sax) has been one of the top session musicians and jazz saxophonists in Cape Town for almost two 
decades and was the 2015 conductor of the Standard Bank National Schools’ Jazz Band. He studied jazz at UCT, was 
selected for the National Youth Jazz Band and has toured around Europe, Asia and America. He has performed with top 



2

local and international artists and is currently the senior saxophone teacher at Rondebosch Boys’ High School in Cape 
Town.

Daniel de Wet (Piano) is completing his MMus at Wits and teaches at Kingsmead College in Johannesburg.

Kyle du Preez (Trombone) is a performer, teacher and composer from Port Elizabeth. He was a member of the 
National Schools’ Big Band and was three times selected for the National Youth Jazz Band. He has performed in Oslo 
and around South Africa and plays regularly in local theatre productions in Port Elizabeth. He has taught brass full-time 
at Greenwood Primary School for 7 years. 

Al ‘Dirt’ Du Toit (Guitar) is based in Cape Town and performs with a number of groups, including the Soul Housing 
Project. He was a member of the National Schools’ Big Band in 2008.

Bokani Dyer (Piano) grew up in Botswana and studied jazz at UCT, where he was selected for the National Youth Jazz 
Band. He has performed across Europe, Britain and America and performed with top South African and international 
artists. He has released two of his own albums and contributed on numerous others. He was the Standard Bank Young 
Artist for Jazz 2011 and took 1st place in the SAMRO Overseas Scholarship Competition in 2013. www.bokanidyer.com 

Kevin Gibson (Drums) studied at three institutions worldwide and his reputation extends into jazz circles in Europe 
and the USA. Considered the first-call drummer by many South African artists in a range of styles, there is no doubt about 
his extraordinary skill as a drummer and his ensemble sensitivity. 
Lwanda Gogwana (Trumpet) was a member of the National Schools and Youth Bands on a number of occasions, 
studied composition and arrangement at UCT and was a three-time 2012 SAMA nominee. Lwanda is currently working 
on the release of his second album, UMCULO, due for release in late 2016. He studied has performed with Lira, Donald 
Harrison, Simphiwe Dana, Freshlyground and Mafikizolo and is currently a part-time jazz lecturer at the University of 
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. www.lwanda.co.za 

Larnelle Gordon (Drums) lives in Cape Town and performs regularly in a number of projects, including the Soul 
Housing Project and Blackkurrant Band. 

Benjamin Jephta (Bass) studied jazz at the University of Cape Town and has performed with various orchestras and 
small ensembles in France, Sweden, Italy, China and Tanzania. He played bass for the NYJB in 2011, 2012 and 2013 
and spearheads two projects that play his original material. Jephta has performed with a range of local and international 
musicians including the late Robbie Jansen, Jimmy Dludlu, Simphiwe Dana, McCoy Mrubata, MiCasa and others. He has 
recently recorded his debut album, entitled Homecoming. www.benjaminjephta.com 

Dave Ledbetter (Guitar) is the son of two professional musicians and after finishing school he studied at The Jazz 
Workshop in Cape Town and then at UCT. He has played, amongst many others, with Miriam Makeba, Ray Phiri, Manu 
Dibangu, Morris Goldberg, Darius Brubeck, Shawn Phillips, Winston Mankunku, Basil Coetzee, Robbie Jansen, Sibongile 
Khumalo and Jimmy Dludlu. His career highlights have included playing at the millennium concert on Robben Island for 
Nelson Mandela, playing on three North Sea Jazz Festivals and being nominated for two SAMA awards.

Andrew Lilley (Piano) is Associate Professor of Jazz and Piano at the South African College of Music at UCT. He 
performs regularly in Cape Town and has an impressive list of international and local performances to his credit. A 
bebop specialist, he has brought back the importance of the jazz classics like Thelonious Monk and continues to show 
the influences these 40s and 50s artists had on each other, but especially the effect they have had on jazz today.  He 
conducted the National Youth Jazz Band in 2007.

Siya Makuzeni (Vocals, Trombone) is this year’s Standard Band Young Artist Award winner for Jazz. She was a 
member of the National Schools’ Big Band in 1999, the National Youth Big Band in 2000 and the National Youth Jazz 
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Band in 2001, and has been honing her vocal and trombone artistry for many years with A-list South African musicians 
such as Marcus Wyatt, McCoy Mrubata, Carlo Mombelli, Feya Faku, Khaya Mahlangu, Sibongile Khumalo and many 
more, as well as establishing her own project, Ippyfüz. She has performed in some of the biggest jazz events around the 
world from the Cape Town International Jazz Festival to the Stockholm Jazz Festival to Paris and Vienna. She has been 
featured on many recordings, such as in her work in Germany with Themba Mkhize and the SWR Big Band, and in Italy 
where she contributed to the soundtrack of Forse Dio è Malato (Maybe God is Ill) with the Oscar-winning company CAM 
Scores. www.myspace.com/siyamakuzeni 

Sydney Mavundla (Trumpet) studied under Dr Brian Thusi and Prof Darius Brubeck before winning a scholarship 
to study at the USA Florida International University where he continued to develop his talent as the 2nd trumpet in the 
University Big Band and the Symphonic Wind Band. He has been very involved with the Johannesburg Music Initiative 
and many well-known South African artists, with his skills being in constant demand throughout the country.

Sphelelo Mazibuko (Drums) studied a BA in Music and Media Studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and has 
performed and/or recorded with the likes of Lloyd Cele, Dorothy Masuka, Steve Dyer and Musa Manzini. He also works 
as a studio engineer, drum technician and music educator and runs a Production Company that offers Audio Visual 
solutions.

Afrika Mkhize (Piano) was the Standard Bank Young Artist for Jazz for 2012. He was born in Durban and currently 
resides in Johannesburg, where he studied at the National School of the Arts and the Pretoria Technikon. Mkhize has 
worked extensively as a music producer, producing albums for Tlali Makhene, Themba Mkhize, Sibongile Khumalo and 
Kabelo from TKZ, and worked for years as musical director and pianist for Miriam Makeba. He has performed with artists 
such as Dorothy Masuka, Khaya Mahlangu, Zim Ngqawane, Musa Manzini, Judith Sepuma, Oliver Mtukuzi, MXO, Zama 
Jobe, Papa Noel from France and Jimmy Dludlu. He has also arranged music for the Johannesburg Philharmonic as well 
as for the Jazz Meets Symphony Orchestra.

Sakhile Moleshe (Vocals) is from Alice in the Eastern Cape, studied Jazz at UCT, and now lives in Johannesburg. 
As vocalist for the acclaimed electro-jazz outfit Goldfish he has performed to sold-out shows from London to Miami to 
Sao Paolo, featured at 10 on the US iTunes Dance charts with the single Fort Knox, and spent a residency at Pacha Ibiza 
with David Guetta. Sakhile is also a co-founder and co-bandleader of the Soul Housing Project and regularly performs 
in numerous other projects. 

Babalwa Mdloyi (Vocals) studied for a BMus (jazz) at UCT and has performed at the Baxter Theatre, Artscape The-
atre and at the South African College of Music. She has attended the Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Festival as a 
high school learner, varsity student and is now back as one the teachers. She currently teaches at SACS in Cape Town.

Carlo Mombelli (Bass) is this year’s conductor of the Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Band. He was born in 
Pretoria and spent 11 years in Europe where he was influenced by Europe’s Jazz avant garde. He has recorded and 
performed at many international festivals around Europe and has recorded on Enja Records with Egberto Gismonti as 
well as with Lee Konitz. He worked for two years with the Paris-based company Lutherie Urbaine on community projects 
building instruments out of recycled material, and can be heard as a bassist on many South African recordings with, 
amongst others, Marcus Wyatt, Simphiwe Dana, Sibongile Khumalo and Miriam Makeba. Besides several ballets that 
have been choreographed to his music, and his many compositions that include commissions for the Stockholm Saxo-
phone Quartet and the New York String Quartet ‘Ethel’, he has been nominated three times for a SAMA for his recordings. 
He currently teaches at Wits University where he received his doctorate in composition in 2009. www.carlomombelli.com 

Mthunzi Mvubu (Sax) formed part of the well-known Music Academy of Gauteng Youth Jazz Orchestra, under the 
directorship of the legendary Dr. Johnny Mekoa, which travelled extensively internationally. He has worked in and around 
Africa with Abdullah Ibrahim, Themba Mkhize, Feya Faku, Tsepo Tshola, Jason Yarde, Andile Yenana and Thandiswa 
Mazwai, amongst others. He has also performed with the Temptations and Clarence Carter and is working on his debut 
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album.

Ronel Nagfaal (Sax) studied Jazz at UCT and teaches at Groote Schuur High School in Cape Town, where she is in 
charge of the jazz band. She was previously in charge of the very successful Alexander Sinton Jazz Band that toured to 
China and elsewhere.

Thandi Ntuli (Piano) studied jazz piano at UCT and was selected for the National Youth Jazz Band in 2013. She 
has shared the stage with the likes of Judith Sephuma, the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra, Jimmy Dludlu and Thandiswa 
Mazwai and has performed on various local and international stages including The Cape Town International Jazz Festival, 
The Standard Bank Joy of Jazz, and The Calabar International Jazz Festival. Last year she undertook a national tour 
promoting her solo album, The Offering, which has received high accolades.

André Petersen (Piano) studied classical piano at UCT as well as the University of South Africa (UTLM) and a MMus 
in Belgium. He has performed and recorded in different genres, including Classical, Jazz and R&B and some of his per-
forming and recording credits include appearances with Stefon Harris, Kim Thompson, Effrain Toro, Winston Mankunku, 
Robbie Jansen and Errol Dyers. He has been involved in many community music schools and has given masterclasses 
at assorted institutions in Europe and South Africa. He now lectures piano at Wits. www.myspace.com/drepetersen

Lynette Petersen (Vocals) studied piano and vocals at Stellenbosch University and has taught in a variety of school 
and university music departments. She teaches music at Oakhill School in Knysna.

Justin Sasman (Trombone) studied at UCT and played in the Standard Bank National Youth Big Band in 1999 and 
2000. He has performed professionally since then in various jazz groups and Classical orchestras, and has taught in 
schools and universities. He now teaches brass at North-West University.

Terrence Scarr (Violin/Bass) was born in Port Elizabeth, and, a graduate of the UCT College of Music, he has 
wide-ranging experience in a wide variety of musical genres and styles, from classical to rock, folk, jazz and world music. 
He has worked with many top South African musicians and with a number of leading South African bands, has lead a 
String Orchestra for pianist Abdullah Ibrahim, and has played as a session musician on more albums than he can re-
member. Long resident in Cape Town, Terrence is Head of Music at Rondebosch Boys’ High School and was Conductor 
of the National Schools Big Band in 2010.

Dave Scott (Trumpet, Synth) studied Music and Philosophy at Rhodes University and is co-founder of the electronic 
duo, The Kiffness. The group has garnered numerous awards, and has received two SAMA nominations for Best Pop 
Album and Best Producer and has had 6 songs in the 5FM Top 10, including one number 1 hit. www.thekiffness.com 

Kyle Shepherd (Piano) was the Standard Bank Young Artist for Jazz for 2014. He has released three albums to date, 
which has earned him South African Music Award Nominations for all three. Shepherd has performed with many great 
South African musicians, including the likes of Zim Ngqawana, Louis Moholo-Moholo, Robbie Jansen, Errol Dyers, Hilton 
Schilder and Mark Fransman. He has performed in Switzerland, Germany, Japan, Denmark, China and France, and was 
also chosen as pianist for the National School Big Band in 2003 and 2004. www.kyleshepherd.co.za 

Dan Shout (Sax) was twice a member of the National Youth Big Band and twice a member of the National Youth 
Jazz Band, with which he toured to the North Sea Jazz Festival in The Hague and also Sweden. He is well known for 
his performances with the Dan Shout Quartet, Magic Carpet Ride and Johnny Clegg and has performed in Europe, 
Scandinavia, North America, North Africa, Southern Africa, the Middle East, Seychelles, West Indies and Australasia. He 
teaches saxophone at the University of Cape Town, is a session musician, presents workshops and is a featured guest 
with various projects around South Africa. He has released three albums of his own music and recorded on numerous 
others. www.danshout.co.za 
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Ayanda Sikade (Drums) grew up in Mdantsane and by the age of 10 was performing professionally, particularly with 
Eastern Cape guitarist Lulama Gawulana. He studied jazz under Darius Brubeck at UKZN and played in a South African 
student band at the IAJE Conference in Long Beach, California, US. He was selected on drums for the National Youth 
Jazz Band in 2004 and 2005 and also won the prestigious SAMRO Overseas Scholarship. He has played with Feya 
Faku, Bheki Mseleku, Robbie Jansen and Barney Rachabane amongst many others, and spent much time working with 
Zim Ngqawana and Simphiwe Dana.

Sakhile Simani (Trumpet) was born in East London/Mdantsane and started to play the trumpet in the Salvation Army 
Brass Band at a very young age. He has a degree in Jazz from UKZN and was a member of the Standard Bank National 
Youth Jazz Band from 2009 to 2011.  He has played with Eric Erellano, Salim Washington, Melvin Peters, Sazi Dlamini 
and performs regularly with Nduduzo Makhathini. He teaches trumpet at Stirling High School.

Keith Tabisher (Guitar) started playing the guitar at the age of 13 and studied classical guitar at UCT. He is a self-
taught jazz guitarist and spent 12 years as a music lecturer at Sallie Davies College of Education.  He currently works as 
a Music Curriculum Adviser for the Western Cape Education Department. He performs with a range of different musicians, 
in and around Cape Town, covering various genres and musical styles. He is also the musical director of The All Saints 
Gospel Band and The Belhar Music Collective.

Amanda Tiffin (Vocals/Piano) was born in Zimbabwe and studied jazz at UCT, graduating with an M Mus (with 
Distinction) in Jazz Composition and Performance. She has made her name in Cape Town as a versatile vocalist and 
pianist, performing any number of styles from jazz to rock. Amanda is also a songwriter, and released her debut album 
‘Who Am I?’, ‘A Woman Like Me’, and ‘Wide Open Spaces’ in 2009 with her Japan-based trio. She is currently Head of 
Jazz Singing at UCT.  www.amandatiffin.com

Sisonke Xonti (Sax) was a member of the National Schools’ Band in 2004, 2005 and 2006 and also the National 
Youth Jazz Band in 2007 and 2009. He belonged to the Little Giants for years and has since played with an array of 
highly acclaimed musicians, namely Jimmy Dludlu, Lira, Hugh Masekela, Judith Sephuma, Feya Faku, Freshlyground, 
Abdullah Ibrahim and The Cape Town Jazz Orchestra, Goodluck, Simphiwe Dana and also as band leader in his own jazz 
project. He has played at most major South African festivals as well as in Nigeria, China, Mozambique, Angola, Reunion 
Islands, Switzerland, Dubai and many other countries. 

VISITING ARTISTS

Stefan Bartus (Slovakia – Bass) is one of Slovakia's top bass players with unparalleled technique, timing and 
feeling. He studied jazz at the Ján Levoslav Bella Conservatory in Banská Bystrica and the Academy of Performing Arts 
in Bratislava. He has performed with a host of acclaimed international musicians, such as Benny Golson, Peter Erskine, 
Jeff Gardner and has numerous recordings to his name. He currently performs internationally and teaches at the Con-
servatory for Jazz and Popular Music in Vienna.

Justin Binek (USA – Vocals) is a Doctoral Teaching Fellow at the University of North Texas. He previously served as 
Head of Vocal Jazz Studies at The University of the Arts in Philadelphia and as Director of Choral and Jazz Ensembles 
at the University of Mary in Bismarck. He maintains an active jazz and classical performing schedule as a singer, pianist, 
and clinician/adjudicator. He is a prolific arranger and composer whose works are published by Sound Music Publica-
tions and is a member of the boards of directors for both the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Choral Directors 
Association (Vocal Jazz Repertoire & Standards Chair) and the New Jersey Association for Jazz Education (Vocal Jazz 
Liaison). www.justinbinekjazz.com 

Karel Boehlee (Netherlands – Piano) only decided to pursue a musical career at the age of 20, when he enrolled 
in the Royal Conservatory in The Hague. Since then he has played with the likes of Toon Roos, Toots Thielemans, Hein 
van de Geyn, Martijn Vink, Benjamin Herman and many others. He has recorded over eight albums with his own group, 
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the Charles Boehlee Trio, along with Hein van de Geyn and Hans van Oosterhout. He is also a contributing writer to 
several piano books in a range of different jazz styles.

Judy Campbell (Australia – Vocals) is a vocal coach in Sydney, Australia. She is the bandleader of the highly 
acclaimed group, Mosaic, an 8-piece world-jazz ensemble specialising in multicultural fusions between world music 
and contemporary jazz. She is also Musical Director of the North Shore Temple Emanuel and Director of Jewish Arts 
Incorporated.

Stéphane Chausse (France – Clarinet, Flute, Sax) graduated with a degree in Music Education from the Nice 
Conservatoire, and received first prize at the Rueil Malmaison Conservatoire and also succeeded in the Classe de Jazz 
at the Conservatoire National Superieur de Paris. His stylistic duality enabled him to perform with the Orchestre National 
de Paris, Orchestre National d' Ile de France, the Orchestre Symphonique Européen and at the same time with numerous 
jazz orchestras including the Paris Jazz Big Band, Jean-Pierre Como Quartet, Hervé Sellin Tentet, Stéphane Huchard 
Quartet and Michel Legrand Big Band. He has also appeared with artists such as Quincy Jones, Clark Terry, Diana 
Krall, Natalie Cole and Ray Charles. He works as a studio-recording artist, sideman, and soloist.  www.myspace.com/
stephanechausse 

Florian Egli (Switzerland – Sax) performed in several bands as a teenager - recording albums and garnering sever-
al youth music awards in Zurich - before going onto study music at the Zurich University of the Arts. During his studies, he 
received the prestigious scholarship prize from the Friedl Wald Foundation and founded the band Weird Beard, who have 
gone on to record two albums, performed extensively internationally and received various European music awards. He 
also plays in the Swiss Jazz Orchestra, the Lucerne Jazz Orchestra, Raphael Jost & Lots of Horns and the Egli-Santana 
Group, amongst others. www.florianegli.ch 

Florian Favre (Switzerland – Piano) completed his Masters degree in Composition & Theory at the High School 
of Arts in Bern. After a brief experience in the classical world of piano, he began to study jazz at the Conservatory of 
Fribourg, and later at the Swiss Jazz School. He leads several of his own projects, such as the Florian Favre Trio, his 
own solo project, “Rêves de gosses” (rap and jazz) and Fragments d’identités”. He has been the recipient of numerous 
awards, including winning the International Jazzhaus Piano Competition in Freiburg (2012), semifinalist in the Montreux 
solo Piano Competition (2013), winning the Mérite Culturel Broyard (2015), and winning the Bejazz International Com-
petition in Belgium (2016). www.florianfavre.com 

Mark Ginsburg (Australia – Sax) grew up in Cape Town, playing with Merton Barrow, Nol Klinkhamer and Mike 
Campbell amongst others. Since migrating to Australia in 1982, Mark has performed and collaborated extensively and 
his music is a representation of his Jewish heritage, ancient folk songs and the influences of current jazz trends. He has 
a Master of Music from at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and recently released his third album based on own 
work. www.myspace.com/markginsburg 

Eddie Lewis (USA – Trumpet) studied at the University of Texas and is a professional, freelance trumpet player in 
the greater Houston area. He has authored over 20 books on trumpet method, brass etudes, composition/arranging and 
improvisation. He is currently the bandleader of Jazz Forever LLC, Consort Immanuel, Living Rhythms Jazz Combo and 
Bravado Brass Ensemble, and performs in numerous other projects. He has recorded close to 50 albums as leader or 
sideman, and is the Director of Houston Civic Jazz Orchestra and an Associate Professor at the University of Houston. 
www.eddielewis.com 

Vittorio Mezza (Italy – Piano) is Head of the Jazz Department at the Conservatory of Reggio Calabria, teaches at 
the Conservatory of Bologna, and is Chair of Jazz Piano at the Conservatory of L’Aquila. He completed his studies in 
classical music, before moving to Rome to study Jazz at the S. Cecilia Conservatory of Music. In 2006 he was noted in 
the category ‘Best New Talent’ in Top Jazz, the Italian Jazz Music Referendum. That same year he won the International 
Competition of Composition. He has released several albums with his own groups and as sideman, and authored several 
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books, and lately has worked with David Milzow, Mark Ginsburg, George Koller and Davide DiRenzo. 
www.vittoriomezza.com 

Daniel Mille (France – Accordion) is a jazz accordionist, composer and singer. He was born to a dancer mother 
and a drummer father and started the accordion at the age of eleven only to give up two years later. After a few years he 
then picked up the accordion again with a renewed zeal after seeing Claude Nougaro in concert with Richard Galliano. 
Playing in the Paris metro in 1985, he met Richard Galliano who offered to accompany him in a show and soon there-
after released his first album. Since then he has recorded on films, released four of his own albums, and received prizes 
at Le Djangodo International Jazz Awards (1993), the prestigious Victoires for Best Instrumental Jazz Artist (2006), 
the Gus Viseur prize (2006) and the L'Académie Charles-Cros prize in 2006 for his two albums in collaboration with 
Jean-Louis Trintignant. 

Ildo Nandja (Mozambique - Bass) began playing percussion from an early age. His dedication to the timbila, a tra-
ditional xylophone, led him to perform at events and festivals in France, Angola, Namibia, Portugal, the Netherlands, Libya 
and Reunion Island. He studied Jazz and at UKZN, majoring in electric and double bass and three times represented 
UKZN at the Virginia Commonwealth University in the USA as part of an ongoing exchange between the institutions. As 
a composer he incorporates traditional African rhythms and melodies with various world music styles and contemporary 
and Latin jazz. Ildo released his debut album ‘Paz a Todos’ in February 2016. www.ildonandja.com

Dusan Novakov (Austria – Drums) teaches jazz drumming and improvisation at the Vienna Music Institute. He was 
born in Serbia and later moved to Austria. He studied at the University of Music and Performing Arts in Graz, and at the 
University of Arts in Rotterdam. He has played with Mark Murphy, Dick Oatts, Big Band Graz, Frank Lacy, and Gregory 
Porter amongst others, and has performed at most prestigious international Jazz festivals throughout the world. In 2010 
he co-founded Triple Ace – Colours in Jazz, together with Oliver Kent and Uli Langthaler.

Dave O’Higgins (UK – Sax) started working as a drummer aged 11 backing cabaret acts at the Derby Engineers’ 
Club and doing weekend function gigs, before starting saxophone at age 15. He studied music at City University London 
and has worked with Frank Sinatra, Ray Charles, Wayne Shorter, Joey Calderazzo, Joe Locke, Billy Childs, Eddie Gomez, 
Annie Lennox, Peter Gabriel, Pet Shop Boys and Jamie Cullum. Along with his own projects he has also performed with 
the National Youth Jazz Orchestra, the BBC Big Band, and Ronnie Scott’s All-Stars. In 1990 he acted and performed as 
a busker in “The Return of Mr Bean” with Rowan Atkinson. He has over 16 records to his own name, as well as numerous 
others as a sideman, and has had an illustrious career as a jazz educator. He is now sax lecturer at the London Centre 
of Contemporary Music. www.daveohiggins.com

Paulo Paulelli (Brazil – Bass) was born in Brazil into a musical family (his uncle was the arranger for Joao Gilberto). 
He has worked as a professional bassist since the age of fifteen, playing with musicians such as Ivan Lins, Arturo Sand-
oval and João Donato, and in groups such as Medusa, Orquestra Experimental and various Jazz Big Bands. Recently, 
he participated with the singer Rosa Passos in Jazz Festivals in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Spain, Japan, Colombia and 
New York. The Trio Corrente, with whom he performs alongside pianist Fábio Torres and drummer Edú Ribeiro, received 
two Grammy Awards for Best Latin Jazz Album for their album featuring Paquito D’Rivera at the 56th Annual Grammy 
Awards 2013 and the Latin Grammy Awards 2014. www.myspace.com/paulopaulelli 

Robert Pawlik (Austria – Guitar) began piano lessons at the age of 7 before changing to guitar at the age of 12. 
He studied jazz guitar at the Conservatory of Vienna and at the American Institute of Music. He has performed with bands 
of all styles, including Two of a Kind, The Giant Tones, Robert Pawlik Quartet, Broadway Big Band, and Musical Time 
Out with Marianne Mendt and Alfons Haider. In the past few years he has focused especially on his own music played 
together in quartet or duo with Michaela Rabitsch, with whom he has released 3 albums. 

Michaela Rabitsch (Austria – Trumpet, Vocals) studied classical violin at the Conservatory of Vienna, before 
later changing to trumpet. She studied jazz trumpet and popular music at the Bruckner Conservatory Linz with Ingrid 
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Jensen and Peter Tuscher, and classical trumpet with Fritz Handlbauer. She has worked with bands such as Hypersax, 
Just for Funk, Ladybirds, MBB, Michaela Rabitsch Quartet and various Big Bands, amongst others. In the last years she 
has focused especially on her own compositions played together in quartet or duo with Robert Pawlik. 
www.michaelarabitsch.com 

Edú Ribeiro (Brazil – Drums) was born in Brazil and obtained a degree in Popular Music from Campinas State 
University. As a leader and a co-leader he has released 8 albums, and collaborated as a drummer with artists such as 
Randy Brecker, Maria Schneider, Stacey Kent, Mike Stern, and many others. As a drummer on Randy Brecker’s album, 
‘Randy in Brazil’, he won a Grammy Award as Best Contemporary Jazz Album (2008). He currently teaches drums at 
Santa Marcelina College and is also a music coordinator at São Paulo State Music School. He has also given master 
classes in Brazil and abroad, at music festivals and universities, such as at the California Brazil Camp (2006, 2007) and 
two residences at the Juilliard School of Music in New York (2012, 2013). www.eduribeiro.mus.br 

Toon Roos (Netherlands – Sax) is considered to be one of the finest tenor and soprano saxophonists on today’s 
contemporary jazz scene. With a long and illustrious career he has worked with Art Blakey, Joe Zawinul, Peter Erskine, 
John Scofield, Toots Thielemans, Ivan Lins, Steely Dan, John Clayton, Ravi Coltrane, Christian McBride, Clark Terry, Bob 
Brookmeyer, and many others. He won the Wessel Ilcken Prize, a Dutch prize for young jazz talent, and the prestigious 
Bird Award, an international jazz prize of the North Sea Jazz Festival. He has recorded on more than thirty albums and 
from 1984 till 2004 was a main soloist of the Dutch Jazz Orchestra. Currently he is principal teacher at the jazz depart-
ments of the Royal Conservatoire of The Hague and of the Utrecht School of the Arts. www.toonroos.com 

Per Thornberg (Sweden – Sax) has played jazz for 30 years in settings from solo/duo to big band. He has 25 
years’ experience in teaching music at schools in Sweden and has been a guest lecturer in adult education courses in 
over 40 Swedish towns, from Malmö to Gällivare. He has written 21 original educational books about jazz improvisation 
and produced 4 CDs in his own name. Along with concert tours in Sweden, he has performed as guest artist in Spain, 
Germany, Denmark, France, Australia, USA and Britain. He teaches at Sture High School in Halmstad as well as the 
Music conservatory in Gothenburg and has twice won the award for “Best Jazz Teacher in Sweden”. www.myspace.
com/perthornberg 

Fábio Torres (Brazil – Piano) graduated in classical piano and composition from the University of São Paulo’s 
School of Communication and Arts. All his jazz knowledge he has learned through personal studies, private lessons, and 
discussions with other musicians. While studying he won the Publisher Rising Award Project, designed to reveal new 
talent in Brazil. He has worked alongside names like Dominguinhos, Test Tube, Nelson Ayres, Zombie Nation and Rosa 
Passos, amongst others. He is a founding member of Mix and Manda and Trio Corrente. www.myspace.com/fabiotorres 

Andreas Tschopp (Switzerland – Trombone) studied at the Music Academy in Basel under Adrian Mears. He 
plays a wide range of written and improvised music in a variety of different musical projects and is much in demand as 
a freelancer. He has played with, among others, Bob Brookmeyer’s New Art Orchestra, in the big band of Quincy Jones' 
75th Birthday party with special guests including Herbie Hancock, Chaka Khan, Al Jarreau, James Moody and the gen-
erational festival band in 2004 with Kenny Werner, Dick Oatts and Gary Smulyan. Tschopp has performed at esteemed 
festivals including the North Sea Jazz Festival, the Willisau Jazz Festival, and the Montreux Jazz Festival, amongst others. 
www.andreastschopp.com 

Hein van de Geyn (Netherlands – Bass) was classically trained on violin for 15 years and began the double bass 
in his late teens to pursue his dream of becoming a jazz musician. He finished his classical music education studies at 
the Tilburg Conservatory and after graduating in jazz from the Rotterdam Conservatory he moved to the US where he 
recorded and played with many great musicians. In 1983 Hein returned to Holland and established himself as one of 
the most sought-after bass players in Europe. Hein has been awarded many prizes in his career and in 1996 received 
the prestigious Prins Bernhard Fonds Music Prize for his importance in the development of European Jazz, as well as 
for his stimulating role as mentor and producer of many young musicians in Holland and abroad. During a sabbatical 
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period spent in South Africa in 2001/2002 Hein started writing his ‘Comprehensive Bass Method’; which has rapidly 
become the standard work for the double bass worldwide. In 2008 Hein became the artistic manager of the Rotterdam 
Jazz Academy. He has toured and recorded extensively with Chet Baker, Lee Konitz, Dee Dee Bridgewater and Toots 
Tielemans, amongst hundreds of others, and has performed on most of the world’s great jazz stages and festivals. He 
now lives in Cape Town. www.baselinemusic.nl 

Joost van Schaik (Netherlands – Drums) started playing drums at the age of six and later played in Dixieland 
and modern jazz groups as a teenager. He studied at the Conservatory in Hilversum and was the winner of the Tama 
Drummers Award, a prize for the most promising young drummer of the Benelux countries. Soon thereafter he moved to 
New York, where he studied with Kenny Washington, Carl Allen and Gregory Hutchinson. He has played with Curtis Fuller, 
Toots Thielemans, Benjamin Herman, the Brussels Jazz Orchestra and many others.

Dr Gordon Vernick (USA – Trumpet) is a Professor of Music and Coordinator of Jazz Studies at Georgia State Uni-
versity.  He holds a Bachelor of Music from Ithaca College, Ithaca, NY; a Master of Music in Education from the University 
of Miami; and a Doctor of Arts from the University of Northern Colorado, Greeley. As a professional trumpet player, he 
has performed in all musical mediums from symphony orchestra to jazz quartet and has freelanced all over the world.  
He is past chair of the IAJE Curriculum Com¬mittee and is currently the Director of the Rialto Youth Jazz Orchestra and 
the musical director of the Rialto Jazz for Kids middle school jazz program. He is director of the GSU Faculty Jazztet and 
has performed with such world-renowned jazz artists as Kenny Werner, Kevin Hays, Randy Brecker and many others.  As 
a jazz clinician he has served residencies around the world.

Petter Wettre (Norway – Sax) has, since the early 90s, made his mark as one of the most important musicians on 
the Norwegian jazz scene, and is arguably one of the most virtuoso saxophonists in the world today. Wettre is known 
for playing contemporary jazz and has 2 Norwegian Grammys and 4 Norwegian Grammy nominations spread over his 
illustriously-decorated career. A graduate of Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he studied with Dave Liebman 
and George Garzone, he has 18 recordings as a band leader and has featured as a sideman or guest soloist on 50 
albums in all styles, ranging through jazz, gospel, pop and world music and has performed the world over with the likes 
of Shirley Bassey, Jason Rebello, Kenny Wheeler and Manu Katche.


